
 
Council Gives In-principle Support to reopening Marian Street Theatre 
The historic Marian Street Theatre in Killara has moved a step closer to re-opening with Ku-
ring-gai Council voting 7-2 on Tuesday night to support initiatives to fund renovations  
required under the Building Code of Australia. 

The motion, the last act of outgoing mayor Cheryl Szatow, provides in principle support for 
the Save Marian Street Theatre community group to raise money for the building works with 
the intention of the theatre being refurbished and reopened. 

“We’re delighted with Cr Szatow’s efforts to help save the theatre. We can now start work on 
obtaining the necessary resources, plans and compliances,” said SMS Theatre spokeswoman 
Jessica Blaxland Ashby. 

The motion passed on the same day as the Land and Environment Court rejected Ku-ring-
gai’s objections to amalgamation with Hornsby. So unless Council appeals the decision an 
administrator will be appointed to run Council until September 2017. 

Applications to list the 110-year-old building as being of heritage importance are currently 
under consideration by both the State Government and Council. 

“More than 2500 people have signed a petition in support of the theatre and there are more 
names being added daily. These are people who want to see it reopen, who want to see 
theatrical productions return to Ku-ring-gai, who want to see visual arts on display, who 
value culture in Killara,” Ms Ashby said. 

“We don’t underestimate the task ahead of us. It will cost at least a million dollars to meet the 
basic standards required to reopen the theatre, including new lighting, rigs, curtains, rewiring, 
improvements to the scenery hoist and painting, but we believe the people of Ku-ring-gai 
who have known and loved this theatre for 50 years will support our endeavours.” 

Ms Ashby said those who wanted to support SMSTheatre could sign the petition at 
www.change.org/p/save-marian-street-theatre, email savemarianstreettheatre@gmail.com, or 
post a letter of support to 19 Lisa Valley Close, Wahroonga 2076. 
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Slow but Steady Progress on Theatre in Ku-ring-gai 
Progress on re-opening the Marian Street Theatre could only be described as “slow, but 
steady”, SMS Theatre committee chairman James Cadden said after last night’s council 
meeting which voted for a report on options for theatre in Ku-ring-gai, including Marian 
Street. 
 
“The new report could delay the re-opening of the theatre by a further six months but at least 
something is happening – it certainly wasn’t until the SMS Theatre committee arrived on the 
scene in 2015,” said committee chairman James Cadden. 
 
“I’m personally disappointed that a number of councillors did not support the very positive 
motions put forward by Christiane Berlioz, Cheryl Szatow and Elaine Malicki, but there does 
seem to have been a change in mood within Council towards the theatre.  
 
“However, as Cr Armstrong said, there have been enough reports on MST - six to date 
costing $150,000 – and Council had everything it needed to make a decision yet still couldn’t 
do so. 
 
“I think one of the councillors was over the top when he described supporters of the theatre 
on Council as ‘acting on a whim’ and ‘wanting to be popular’. The supporters want to see 
live theatre – not more lengthy reports - produced in Ku-ring-gai.” 
 
Mr Cadden said that the motions moved by both Cr Berlioz and Cr Malicki that Council 
designate the Marian Street Theatre as the site for theatre in Ku-ring-gai would have been 
extremely positive.  
 
“What a fantastic boost that would have been for the cause,” he said.  “Unfortunately, a 
majority of councillors didn’t agree – Cr Malicki’s motion was lost on the casting vote of 
Mayor Anderson. 
 
“Cr Anderson supports a theatre at the hypothetical Gordon Hub. We’ll be lucky to see that 
for at least 10 years – if at all - whereas the curtain could rise at the MST within three years. 
 
“There has been no live professional mainstream theatre in Ku-ring-gai since 2001 – it’s time 
for a change.” 
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Council raises the curtain on live theatre in Ku-ring-gai 
The rebirth of live theatre on the Upper North Shore moved a step closer last week when Ku-ring-gai 
Council voted to give $37,000 in seed money to the Save Marian Street Theatre committee. 

Council also selected Marian Street Theatre as the ‘preferred option’ for live theatre in Ku-ring-gai. 

“This was a clear affirmation of Council’s support for both the theatre and the committee,” SMST 
chairman John Townend said.  

The seed money will be used to discover the best way for the committee – whose patrons include 
noted playwright David Williamson - to raise the millions of dollars needed to re-open the theatre, 
which closed at the end of 2013 for safety reasons. 

Council’s expression of support followed the inaugural meeting of the Friends of Marian Street 
Theatre the previous night, attended by more than 160 enthusiastic local residents, at which the 
committee’s vision for the theatre building was outlined. 

Architect Luke Playoust’s preliminary drawings include a significantly larger foyer area, to be used 
for art exhibitions as well as theatre crowds, and integrate the theatre into the adjacent Selkirk Park. 

While the Marian Street Theatre for Young People operated from MST up to December 2013, no 
adult professional theatre has been staged there since 2001. It had operated as a theatre for 35 years, 
from 1966 to 2001. 

“The people who attended the inaugural meeting of Friends of Marian Street Theatre really want to 
see theatre return to Ku-ring-gai,” Mr Townend said. 

“Comments such as ‘Absolutely behind the proposal’, ‘Keep up the passion’, and ‘We have finally 
got somewhere to go on this journey’ (Cr Jeff Pettett) were a clear indication of the level of support 
for this project. 

“The committee does not underestimate the magnitude of the task – we may have to raise more than 
$4 million – but we believe it can and should happen. 

“We are committed to working with Council to reopen the theatre within three years.” 

Mr Townend said the support of the community was “absolutely essential” to the success of  the 
proposal. 

“We’d like to see as many people as possible turning up to our regular Friends of Marian Street 
Theatre meetings,” he said. 

“We’re planning to have guest speakers from the entire theatre spectrum address each meeting, as 
well as giving updates on the progress of the committee.” 

The meetings will be held at 6.00pm on the last Monday of each month at the Killara Bowling Club.  

 

Website: www.savemariansttheatre.com 
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Patience Key to MST Success, 
says Theatre Director 
August 3rd, 2017 

 

Being cash-strapped should not be an insuperable obstacle to re-opening the Marian Street Theatre, 
Parramatta Riverside Theatre’s director Robert Love told a packed meeting of the Friends of Marian 
Street Theatre on Monday night (July 31). 

“Financially Riverside was in a very poor state when I took over (as director) in 2000,” Mr Love told 
the enthusiastic audience. 

“Yet today the State Government announced it has entered into a 50-50 partnership with the City of 
Parramatta that will make Riverside one of the premier arts facilities in New South Wales. 

“As NSW Arts Minister Don Harwin has said, a redeveloped Riverside Theatre will attract the very 
best shows in Australia. 

“You can do it, too, in Ku-ring-gai – it just takes dedication and a lot of patience.” 

Mr Love has had a long and illustrious career in performing arts, working at the Seymour Centre, the 
SA State Theatre Company, Sydney Theatre Company, Fox Studios and News Limited as well as 
founding his own theatre company, ‘Toe Truck Theatre’, in 1976.  

He was one of a series of theatre administrators, producers and actors the SMS Theatre committee 
has lined up to speak at monthly meetings of the Friends of Marian Street Theatre.  

The Riverside complex offers a wide range of activities throughout the day, including exhibitions, 
musical performances and classes as well as live professional theatre.  

“Riverside is a true cultural centre and a real hub for the community, and that is exactly what we 
hope to achieve at Marian Street,” SMS Theatre chairman John Townend said. 

“Robert Love’s words were a great inspiration to us – not only are we on the right track but he led us 
to believe we can and will achieve our goal of rebuilding and re-opening Marian Street Theatre.” 

The next meeting of Friends of Marian Street Theatre will be held from 6-7pm on August 28 at the 
Killara Bowling Club, Arnold St, Killara. It will include jazz from the Sydney Improvised Music 
Association.  

  

 



 

 

ore than 90 per cent of those interviewed for the Save MST feasibility study want to 
see the theatre re-opened, and as a cultural centre, not just a theatre. 

The study, funded by Ku-ring-gai Council, was carried out over the last three months by 
professional fund-raisers Evelyn Mason and Alicia Watson.  

Interviewees said the reopening of the theatre would fulfil ‘a massive unmet need’ for people 
of all ages by reactivating cultural life in Ku-ring-gai 

“Today, there is intense interest among local residents and supporters to raise sufficient 
funds…to redevelop the building…so it can be re-opened,” Ms Mason reported. 

Almost two-thirds of those interviewed thought it would be possible to raise the $6.5 million 
needed to transform the theatre into a cultural centre, but not without a substantial financial 
contribution from Council. 

 “Council should be paying for all or a considerable portion of the redevelopment because it 
owns the building and is willing to financially support sporting fields and the swimming 
pool,” was a common refrain. 

The report also concluded that it would be critical to develop a comprehensive business plan 
with real-world substantiated attendance figures, as well as securing a number of large 
donations early on in the fund-raising process. 

Interviewees were extremely concerned that Council might sell off the land as a development 
site. “Overall, we see the report as positive but it’s clear that the theatre will not re-open 
without significant support from Council,” Save Marian Street Theatre committee chairman 
John Townend said. 

“This is a new Council with the majority of councillors having been elected for the first time 
in September and we are optimistic that they will continue to see the potential in Marian 
Street. 

“The alternative is to do nothing which will mean Ku-ring-gai will continue to be starved of 
culture despite its educated theatre-loving population. 

“I’m sure that’s not what the Council wants. I have been very encouraged by the number of 
councillors who have supported our soirées at the Killara Bowling Club – the next one is on 
November 27th, by the way.” 
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Momentum Builds as Critical Date for Theatre Approaches 
More than 100 Ku-ring-gai residents have signed up to publicise the critical Council meeting on 
March 27 at which councillors will decide whether to kick-start a fund-raising campaign to re-open 
the Marian Street Theatre in Killara, which has been closed to professional theatre since 2001. 

The campaign has been spearheaded by the Save Marian Street Theatre committee, which has been 
working tirelessly for the last 18 months to win Council support for the renovation and re-opening of 
the theatre. 

As well as organising a fund-raising feasibility study last year, funded by Council, the committee has 
prepared a business plan for the theatre which will be presented to Council before the March 27 
meeting.  

Committee member and architect Luke Playoust has created an innovative re-design of the theatre 
which provides three performance spaces, including one in adjacent Selkirk Park.   

The overall cost of the new ‘theatre plus’ is put at $7 million, including fund-raising expenses, with 
Council providing $2 million in seed money.  

“We want MST to be more than just a theatre – we want it to be the cultural centre for Ku-ring-gai, 
with music, art, sculpture and educational programmes for both children and adults as well as live 
theatre,” said committee chairman John Townend. 

“We’re going to letterbox the entire municipality of Ku-ring-gai, as well as putting up posters in all 
the shopping centres and handing out flyers at train stations right up to decision day. 

“Our motto is Act Now. To be sure professional theatre returns to Ku ring gai the residents must let 
their local ward councillors know that they, the community, see it as a priority. 

“Great encouragement has been received from such notables as Mariam Marolyes, David Williamson, 
Jono Coleman, Ron Haddrick and David Marr. 

 “Turning the concept into reality requires a Yes vote from Council and a Yes vote from the 
community as well. 

“We know that Ku-ring-gai not only needs but wants a top-class performing arts venue – and Marian 
Street Theatre is the obvious choice. 

“It’s convenient – located right next to a train station – it’s the right size, at 300 seats, and unlike any 
other proposal before Council it already exists. You don’t have to start from scratch – it can be up and 
running within a couple of years. What a fantastic benefit that would be to people living on the Upper 
North Shore!”  

Full details of the proposal and why it is so important to the people of Ku-ring-gai are on the SMST 
website www.savemariansttheatre.com. 
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Council officers set April 10 as New Date for Theatre Decision 
 decision on reopening Marian Street Theatre in Killara is drawing closer, with April 10   
now chosen as the new meeting date on which Ku-ring-gai councillors will decide its 

fate. 

The date – originally set for February 27 - has been postponed twice to allow the officers 
time to consider the detailed plan put forward by the Save Marian Street Theatre committee 
to renovate and rebuild the theatre. 

The concept, developed by architect Luke Playoust, is for a ‘Theatre Plus’ integrated into 
adjacent Selkirk Park with three performance spaces including an amphitheatre in the park. 

“As the Toyota ad says, everything we do is driven by you,” SMST chairman John Townend 
said. 

“We have consulted extensively with the community and we know that they want to see the 
theatre – which has been closed to professional productions since 2011 – re-opened.  

“But they are also very excited about Luke’s vision for the theatre, which will become Ku-
ring-gai’s cultural hub, a multi-arts venue that will entertain and inspire people of all ages. 

“Art and sculpture exhibitions will be able to be run at the same time as theatre in the main 
auditorium and jazz or chamber music in the downstairs space.  

“We envisage that schools will be major users of the venue, with the Marian Street Theatre 
for Young People also making a welcome return. 

“This is something Ku-ring-gai has needed for more than 16 years and with Council’s support 
and the support of the community we can make it happen again.” 

The committee’s business plan, prepared by former Macquarie University Vice-Chancellor 
Di Yerbury, envisages talks, presentations, seminars and workshops on everything from the 
history of art to costume design educating people of all ages. 

A Creative Learning Centre in the park will help very young children become enthused about 
the arts, enhancing Ku-ring-gai’s and ultimately Australia’s cultural clout into the future. 

Mr Townend estimates that rebuilding the theatre along the lines suggested by Luke Playoust 
will cost around $7 million, plus fund-raising costs. Of this, Council would be asked to 
provide $2 million with the rest being raised through fund-raising activities. 

“We sincerely hope that Council will support our plans at the April 10 meeting and bring live 
theatre back to Ku-ring-gai,” he said. “And we ask local residents who share our enthusiasm 
for these proposals to contact their local councillors and express their support for the theatre.” 
Full details of how to do this are on the website www.savemariansttheatre.com  
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Council Votes Unanimously to Rebuild Marian Street Theatre 
Members and supporters of Save Marian Street Theatre (SMST) were “over the moon” on 
Tuesday night when Ku-ring-gai Council voted unanimously to proceed with the rebuilding 
of the historic theatre in Killara. 

“It was all our Christmases come at once,” said SMST chairman John Townend after the 
meeting. 

“Not only has Council committed to developing plans for renewing and managing the theatre 
into the future, it has voted to start work on rebuilding the theatre within three years. 

“The work will be guided by an appropriately skilled Project Steering Committee to ensure 
the community gets the best possible outcome.” 

The Council resolution was drafted by Council officers and amended by Cr Cheryl Szatow, 
whose unwavering support has been critical to the success of SMST’s endeavours. More than 
200 MST supporters packed the visitors’ gallery of Council to hear the debate. 

The SMST committee, and in particular former Australia Council head Di Yerbury, has been 
working with Council officers on a business plan for the new theatre since the beginning of 
the year.. 

That plan – drawn up with the assistance of experts - will be the basis for the renewal and 
future management of the theatre. 

Under the plan MST would become the cultural centre for Ku-ring-gai, with three 
performance spaces – the 300-seat main auditorium, a smaller space for musical recitals and 
an amphitheatre in adjacent Selkirk Park. There would be a café, a childcare centre with a 
strong emphasis on arts education, as well as a gallery for exhibiting paintings and sculpture. 

The re-opened venue would operate primarily as a specialist arts venue for hire, with a 
general manager and eight staff. Parts of the complex would be available for hire. 

It is estimated that the total project cost of the will be $9.8 million.  

“The committee has offered to fund-raise for the theatre, but the motion makes it quite clear 
that it’s up to Council to decide how best to fund the project,” Mr Townend explained. 

“So far as operations are concerned, ultimately this is Council’s building and Council’s 
project, and Council would retain full ownership, with the complex being run by a Board. that 
would appoint a GM and be responsible for the theatre’s budget and financial performance.”  
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Council Vote on MST a Great Outcome for Ku-ring-gai 
“This is a great step towards the re-opening of Marian Street Theatre”, is how Save Marian Street 
Theatre (SMST) committee chairman John Townend described last night’s unanimous vote by 
Ku-ring-gai councillors to start work on designing the new-look theatre. 

Councillors voted to spend up to $10.5 million on the upgrade, which officers describe as the 
“medium” of three design options. 

“We are hoping that this amount of money will go a long way towards achieving  our proposed 
revamp. The vote will ensure the return of live theatre to Ku-ring-gai,” Mr Townend said. 

Mr Townend is also a member of the MST Community Reference Committee which has been 
assisting Council’s consultants with their planning. 

“Council has used the SMST Business Plan, prepared by former Macquarie University Vice-
Chancellor Di Yerbury, as one of its reference documents and is continuing to consult with us 
over the re-opening,“ he explained.  

Councillors last night were presented with three options for revamping the theatre, which has 
been closed since 2013.The minimum option would represent an updating and improvement on 
the existing facilities, at a cost of $8.5 million; the medium option, the option preferred by 
council, will be a significant improvement on the building and facilities at a cost of $10.5 million.  

“We’re a little surprised at the high cost estimates compared with those we carried out, but the 
important thing is that the theatre will be re-opened,” Mr Townend said.  

“We remain optimistic that this amount of money can achieve an outcome close to the design 
drawn up by architect and SMST member Luke Playoust.” 

The timetable presented to Council last night would see the DA process begin next month, with 
construction starting in May 2021. No completion date was provided. 

In the meantime, SMST committee member Michael Richardson has compiled an MST unique  
crossword which will challenge community members and thespians alike and is available on the 
SMST website, www.savemariansttheatre.com.  

The first correct entry drawn after April 8 will win a family pass to Maya and the Sea 
Dragon, Marian Street Theatre for Young People’s fantastic new mid-year production about  
Maya and her seahorse friend Koru’s adventures in Sydney Harbour.  

SMST is also planning to hold a winter Soiree and a community event in Selkirk Park on Sunday, 
November 10 with performances from professional entertainers. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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